The White Elephant
lords; before him marched two thousand elephants richly adorned,
and after Mm his victorious troops. He built a palace as big as an
ordinary city. The least part of its beauty was carving and gilding;
for the roofs of some apartments were covered with plates of solid
gold. Some rooms were set with statues of kings and queens of
massy gold, set with rich stones, as big as the life. He was carried
on a litter of gold upon many men's shoulders, the reverence paid
him more like a god than a prince.'
Faria y Sousa published his book in Lisbon in 1666, and
Stevens's translation, published by Brome, at the Sign of the Gun,
London, appeared in 1695. But the London public had had some
first-hand information relating to Pegu as early as 1625, five years
before Manrique's visit to Arakan. This was contained in a collec-
tion of voyages edited by Samuel Purchas, called Hakluytus
Posthumus or Purchas His Pilgrimes. The book included, among
other narratives, that of Ralph Fitch, a Londoner, who visited
Pegu in 1586. Bayin-naung had been dead five years, and Nanda-
bayin was on the throne. Fitch describes the new city of Pegu, and
how he was shown the Siamese loot, including one of the White
Elephants: the other three may have died. You had to pay half a
ducat to get in to see the beast. If you were lucky, you might get a
glimpse of him feeding from silver and gold platters. For his bath
in the river he went under a canopy of cloth of gold held by eight
men, with a band playing light music in front. 'When he is
washed and cometh out of the river, there is a Gentleman which
doth wash his feet in a silver basin,' added Fitch. As for the other
loot, he was shown a number of the Siamese golden and bronze
images, and, though this was of Burmese not Siamese workman-
ship, a huge statue of Bayin-naung1 s predecessor, Tabin-shwe-ti,
4 a king in golde with a crowne of golde on his head full of great
rubies and saphires'. This may mean the statue had a treasure of
jewels inside it.
When Razagri invaded Burma thirteen years later in 1599, he
carried away to Mrauk-u the Siamese loot, the most important
items of which were the White Elephant and a pair of ruby ear-
rings of f abulous value. The gold statue of Tabin-shwe-ti was also
taken, along with other images, some of them from Ayuthia, And
among the captives was a princess, Nanda-bayin's own daughter.
Thirty-one years pass and another European views this loot.
Manrique is conducted into a building, the rooms of which were
panelled with scented timbers, such as sandalwood and eagle-
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